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SUB J : MEETING WITH HEAD OF COLOMBIAN LOS DELEGATION 

1 . IN A MARCH 7 MEETING WITH COLONEL LONDONO, CHIEF OF THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY'S FRONTIERS DIVISION. WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
LOS AFFAIRS, I RAISED YOUR INTEREST IN CLOSER COLLABORATION WITH 

THE HEAD OF THE COLOMBIAN LOS DELEGATION. LONDONO WAS ENTHUSIASTIC 
OVER THE PROSPECT AND SAID THAT HE WAS SURE THAT THE DELEGATION 
HEAD WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE A MEETING WITH YOU. COLOMBIA OF COURSE 
HAS A NUMBER OF ITS OWN AXES TO GRIND, INCLUDING PROTECTION OF 
ITS FUTURE NICKEL PRODUCING INDUSTRY, DUE TO COME ON STREAM IN 
A FEW YEARS. IN ORDER TO ARRANGE SUCH A MEETING, IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL FOR ME TO HAVE AN IDEA OF YOUR ITINERARY PRIOR TO THE 

LOS CONFERENCE SO THAT THE DELEGATION HEAD COULD MAKE PLANS TO 
MEET WITH YOU IN WASHINGTON, NEW YORK OR GENEVA. 

2. THE HEAD OF THE COLOMBIAN DELEGATION IS LIKELY TO BE GESFMAN 
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ZEA, WHOM YOU MAY REMEMEBDR FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS, WHERE HE 
ALSO LED GOC DELEGATIONS. ZEA, A FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER, IS 
MODERATE, FRIENDLY TO THE U.S. AND WELL VERSED IN LOS MATTERS. 

HE PACKS POLITICAL POWER IN HIS OWN RIGHT SINCE HE IS VERY CLOSE 
POLITICALLY TO FOREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO AS WELL AS TO THE LIBERAL 
PARTY'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE IN THE JUNE 1978 ELECTIONS, JULIO 
CESAR TURBAY. UNFORTUNATELY, THERE IS A CHANCE THAT THIS LATTER 
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RELATIONSHIP COULD, AT THE LAST MOMENT, REMOVE HIM FROM THE LOS 
PICTURE SINCE TURBAY MAY CALL ON HIM TO ASSIST IN HIS CAMPAIGN. 

3. IN THIS EVENT, ALTERNATES TO REPLACE HIM WOULD PROBABLY BE 
EITHER JOAQUIN GORI, COLOMBIA'S NEWLY APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO 
THE OAS, OR HECTOR CHARRY SAMPER, GOC AMBASSADOR IN GENEVA FOR 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. NEITHER HAS ZEA'S POLITICAL WEIGHT. 

GORI IS A CAREER FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL WHO IS KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ON LOS MATTERS. HE IS FRIENDLY TO THE U.S. BUT COULD BE AN 
EXCEPTIONALLY TENACIOUS NEGOTIATOR IN DEFENSE OF COLOMBIAN 

INTERESTS. CHARRY HAS NO BACKGROUND IN LOS MATTERS BUT PRIDES 
HIMSELF ON BEING A QUICK STUDY. HE IS A LAME DUCK LIBERAL 
CONGRESSMAN, FORMER AMBASSADOR IN CARACAS, IS BRIGHT AND SOMEWHAT 
ARROGANT. FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCES HAVE TOLD US THAT HE HAS 
BEEN INVOLVED IN EMBARRASSING SITUATION SINCE HIS ASSIGNMENT TO 
GENEVA, WHICH MAY HAVE UNDERMINED HIS CREDIBILITY AT THE 
MINISTRY. 
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